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Our Ref: JDR/MPO/FSC-1801RFOS 
 
Thursday 18th January 2024 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
 
As we move into the Spring term, it has been a pleasure to welcome the children back into 
school after the Christmas break.  This term sees some exciting developments for the Riverview 
Family of Schools as we move into our next phase of development which focuses on celebrating 
and supporting all our children in the best way possible.  
 
We are pleased to see high numbers of parents choosing Riverview as their first choice for 
educating their children.  The numbers within the Foundation Unit (Nursery and Reception) at 
Castledyke are increasing rapidly and we are also seeing record numbers of applications for 
Year 7 at Baysgarth.  With support from the Local Authority, Baysgarth will be extending its A 
block to accommodate more classrooms.  This will allow us to increase our intake from 210 to 
240 from September 2024, reducing the number of disappointed families in our community 
following the last two year’s appeals.  
 
One of our core aims is to ensure there is a seamless transition for pupils as they progress 
through their education, enabling them to move from one key stage to the next, to be prepared, 
ready and excited for the next challenge.  
 
At this time of year, our Year 6 children are working hard on preparing for their SATs.  The next 
step on their journey will be the move from Primary to Secondary.  Our transition processes 
enable children to work with staff from both schools as part of their induction; allowing your child 
to get to know key staff and for staff to share knowledge about how to get the best from every 
child.  As part of this, we are pleased to announce we have a new Transition Lead this year, Mrs 
Burnham, who will be coordinating staff at both schools through the transition programme.  Mrs 
Burnham will be making contact with all families and children following the official letters from the 
Local Authority.  Feedback from the children at Castledyke is very positive and they enjoy having 
the opportunity to work with some of the staff from Baysgarth.  Children say this makes them feel 
more confident and secure about the transition and it means they feel like they have positive 
relationships with some staff before they start. 
 
The deadline for applications to Primary School has just closed.  Once we receive the official 
notifications from the Local Authority, Mrs Young (Foundation Stage Lead) will make contact with 
families and start that crucial induction process, ensuring every child is set off on the path to 
academic success right from day one with us.  This will include a home visit and some play and 
stay sessions in school.  The home visit is a really personal touch, which allows us to see your 
child in their home setting where they are more confident and enables you to ask any relevant 
questions you may have. 
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One of the strengths of our Federation is the strong belief in supporting all children to access and 
thrive within our schools.  Our constant strive to meet the needs of every child in our community 
has seen us being recognised for our inclusive practices and we are pleased to announce that 
this will continue in our bid to achieve the Autism Inclusion Award.  This will ensure that we are 
recognised for our exceptional support for children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and 
under our care and guidance, they thrive and achieve academic success throughout their primary 
and secondary phase; something which we are very proud of.  Over the next few months, we will 
be looking to build on this practice and extend our support even further for a wider range of 
students and families as we continue to drive forwards as we don't want to stop here! 
 
Despite all our success, we continue to look forward and to learn from other schools and 
organisations, to ensure that our family of schools provides the outstanding education you expect 
as parents, for every single child.  Over the next term we will be exploring new partnerships and 
you will be hearing more from us about how you wish to see our Federation grow and strengthen.  
As always, your views are critical to shaping our future.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Mrs M Potterton     Mrs J Driscoll 
Head Teacher       Head Teacher / Federation Lead 


